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PAYCHECK TO PAYCHECK

3rd Quarter 2006 - 3rd Quarter 2007
Key Findings – High-Growth Occupations*, 2006-2007
Homeownership:
	Number of markets (out of 201 total) in which workers can afford to buy the median priced home.
	Light Blue = Affordable Markets

Dark Blue = Unaffordable Markets


	Occupation
	2006
	2007

	Registered Nurses
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	Retail Salespersons
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	Customer Service Reps.
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	Food Prep. Workers
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	Office Clerks
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__________________________

* "The Five Highest Growth Occupations" are the occupations projected to provide the most new jobs from 2006-2016 according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor.
Renting a 2-Bedroom Apartment:
	Number of markets (out of 210 total) in which workers can afford the fair market rent for a 2-bedroom apartment.
	Light Green = Affordable Markets

Dark Green = Unaffordable Markets


	Occupation
	2006
	2007

	Registered Nurses
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	Retail Salespersons
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	Customer Service Reps.
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	Food Prep. Workers
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	Office Clerks
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Renting a 1-Bedroom Apartment:
	Number of markets (out of 210 total) in which workers can afford the fair market rent for a 1-bedroom apartment.
	Pink = Affordable Markets

Red = Unaffordable Markets


	Occupation
	2006
	2007

	Registered Nurses
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	Retail Salespersons
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	Customer Service Reps.
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	Food Prep. Workers
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	Office Clerks
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� According to wage data from salary.com, the median income for retail sales persons experienced a substantial decline between the third quarter of 2006 and the third quarter of 2007.  This may be the result of large numbers of new entry-level workers with substantially lower income than their more seasoned colleagues.  It does not necessarily reflect a decline in pay for individual workers. 


� See note on page 2.
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